
 

 

Cross Party Group on Wales International  
 
Tuesday 18 July 2017 
 
Attendees: 
 
Rhun ap Iorwerth AM (Chair)  
Dr Dai Lloyd AM 
Huw Irranca-Davies AM 
Lee Waters AM 
Jeremy Miles AM 
Heledd Roberts - Rhun ap Iorwerth AM office 
Craig Lawton - Suzy Davies AM office 
Joe Brett - Huw Irranca-Davies AM office 
Walter May – Co-founder, GlobalWelsh 
Gerallt Hughes – Chair, Wales International 
Amanda Wilkinson - Director, Universities Wales 
David Hughes - Head, Office of the European Commission in Wales 
Siân Stephen – Development Manager, Urdd Gobaith Cymru 
Jenny Scott - Director, British Council Wales 
Alison Cummins - Communications & External Relations Manager, British Council Wales 
Dr Walter Brooks - Education Manager, British Council Wales 
Rebecca Gould – Head of Arts, British Council Wales 
Dafydd Huw – Political Consultant, Positif 
 
Apologies: 
 
Julie Morgan AM 
Darren Millar AM 
Simon Thomas AM 
Neil Hamilton AM 
 
1. Welcome from the Chair  
 
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and invited Walter May of GlobalWelsh and Gerallt 
Huws of Undeb Cymru a'r Byd / Wales International to give their respective presentations.  
 
2. Presentation by Walter May, founding member of GlobalWelsh 
 
Walter May presented the following information on GlobalWelsh:  
 
Background 
 

 Community interest company - not for profit organisation; 

 Grassroots initiative started in 2012 during planning of inaugural Welsh Entrepreneurs 
Conference; 

 Supported and mentored by global diaspora expert, Kingsley Akins; 

 Evidenced based - undertaken extensive research funded by a group of entrepreneurs and the 
Welsh Government - published a 64 page report in 2015; 

 Two years of planning and in excess of £200,000 of private sector investment; 

 Careful validation at each stage - endorsements, events, questionnaires; 

 Focused on Welsh identity and emotional attachment to Wales. 
 
A promotional video captioned Together #WeAreTheGlobalWelsh was played (access here).  
 
Fund Raising and Community Building 
 

http://www.globalwelsh.com/


 

 

 Launch event held at the Principality Stadium on 2 May 2017 with stakeholders e.g. large 
corporates, third sector organisations, higher education institutions; 

 Recruitment of founding partners and executives; 

 GlobalWelsh event at Hay Festival featuring Richard Parks sold out. Synergy between work of 
Hay Festival and Global Welsh - looking to have a GlobalWelsh venue at the festival next year; 

 Wonderful Welsh Stories Competition - recently chosen winner; 

 Disposable Camera Project;  

 Quotes, endorsements and videos curated; 

 GlobalWelsh poem written by National Poet for Wales, Ifor ap Glyn. 
 
Fundraising and Governance 
 

 Announced new Funding Executives 
o David Stevens - CEO Admiral Insurance 
o Bernard Jones - philanthropist 

 Announced Martyn Phillips CEO WRU as Chair of GlobalWelsh Board 

 Keith Griffiths to chair GlobalWelsh Global Advisory Board 
 
What Next 
 

 Have fully functioning website; 

 Have crowdfunding campaign;  

 Accelerate community building activity - have a new community manager;  

 Build on social media following @GlobalWelsh @GlobalWelshFB - Together 
#WeAreTheGlobalWelsh video reached circa 1.5 million persons;  

 Create events schedule; 

 Plan inaugural GlobalWelsh gathering / homecoming for May / June 2018; 

 Deliver business plan objective. 
 
Rhun ap Iorwerth AM stated that he attended GlobalWelsh’s launch event at the Principality 
Stadium on 2 May 2017 
 
3. Presentation by Gerallt Huws, Chair of Undeb Cymru a'r Byd / Wales International 
 
Gerallt Huws provided a brief outline of the history of Undeb Cymru a'r Byd / Wales International, 
stating that the organisation dates back to 1943 and was founded in Cairo. Gerallt Huws stated 
that the organisation has contacts in all corners of the globe and publishes a magazine - Yr Enfys - 
three to four times a year. Gerallt Huws stated that the organisation has seen significant 
developments of late, such as the launching of a new website and an expanding social media 
base. Gerallt Huws stated that the organisation is unsponsored, although it did used to receive 
money from Visit Wales. Gerallt Huws stated that he is keen for the organisation to expand its 
reach under his chairmanship.  
 
4. Discussion 
 
The following comments were made: 

 Rhun ap Iorwerth AM thanked both presenters, noted that he will be delivering Undeb 
Cymru a'r Byd’s annual lecture later this year at the National Eisteddfod, and opened the 
floor to questions.  

 Huw Irranca-Davies AM wondered why Wales has been slower in terms of developing links 
with its diaspora, as compared with other countries such as Ireland and Scotland. He 
questioned whether there is something curious about the Welsh diaspora. Walter May 
stated that there is nothing curious about the Welsh diaspora per se, but the fact that the 
Welsh do not carry a Welsh passport does prove a barrier to identifying people. Gerallt 
Huws stated that the Welsh diaspora might be fewer in number than the Irish or Scottish. 



 

 

Rhun ap Iorwerth AM wondered whether there is perhaps a tendency for the Welsh to 
assimilate more. Walter May stated that that is a possibility. 

 Jeremy Miles AM stated that he sits on the Assembly’s Additional Legislation and External 
Affairs Committee and that Committee has just decided to undertake an inquiry into Welsh 
Government external affairs policy, within which diaspora will feature as a strand. Jeremy 
Miles AM stated that more should be done to tap into economic aspects, and build up 
capacity in relation to Welsh people abroad with very successful businesses. Walter May 
stated that the Irish and Scottish do this well and get real success. He noted that a study in 
Scotland attributed GVA (gross value added) to GlobalScot. Walter May stated that 
diaspora engagement is not just about economic development, but that does form a good 
part of it. Jeremy Miles AM wondered whether Scotland’s Saltire programme could be 
replicated in Wales. Walter May stated that it could and that Wales needs to adopt that 
level of engagement.  

 Amanda Wilkinson raised concerns about the lack of visible female and young person 
representation within GlobalWelsh and wondered whether it would speak to them going 
forward. Walter May stated that GlobalWelsh is inclusive but he recognised that certain 
groups need to be more visibly engaged. Rebecca Gould stated that the British Council has 
just supported three culture projects working with diaspora communities in America, all of 
which were led by women. 

 Jenny Scott stated that the Irish and Scottish Governments have diaspora policies, and that 
there is even a Minister for Diaspora in Ireland. Jenny Scott stated that Wales needs a 
framework within which groups can operate. Jenny Scott stated that the international 
diaspora in Wales presents an opportunity for Wales to develop further links with countries 
internationally working through honorary consuls and embassies. Jenny Scott stated that 
there are possibilities for some quick wins in that area through a more holistic diaspora 
policy.  

 David Hughes stated that several Welsh societies exist across Europe and that expats are 
naturally concerned about the implications of Brexit for them at the present moment. He 
wondered how many Welsh societies in other EU member states are aware of the ability of 
the Assembly to influence the UK Government’s position. Gerallt Huws suggested initiating 
a discussion through Yr Enfys or Undeb Cymru a'r Byd / Wales International’s webpage. 
Walter May stated that a number of Welsh organisations internationally are in decline. 
Walter May stated that the exemplar country in terms of engaging with its diaspora is New 
Zealand, having done so through the digital sphere. 

  
5. Conclusion 
 
The Chair thanked everyone for their contributions and welcomed Jeremy Miles AM’s news of the 
Additional Legislation and External Affairs’ inquiry. The Chair stated that he is very keen to push 
the diaspora agenda forward.  


